
STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTIES OF ARANSAS §
SAN PATRICIO AND NUECES §
CITY OF ARANSAS PASS §

On this the 18th day of April, 2011 the City Council of the City of Aransas Pass convened in a Regular
Council Meeting being open to the Public at the regular meeting place thereof in the City Hall and notice
of said meeting giving the time, place, date and subject hereof having been posted and prescribed by
Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code with the following attendance to wit constituting a quorum.

PRESENT: Tommy Knight Mayor 
Vickie Abrego Mayor Pro Tempore
Jay Attaway Council Member
Ross McElwee Council Member
Phillip Hyatt Council Member

ABSENT: 

ADMINISTRATIVE
PERSONNEL PRESENT: Allen Lawrence City Attorney 

Reggie Winters City Manager
Yvonne Stonebraker City Secretary

ADMINISTRATIVE
PERSONNEL ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: Rickie Kilgore Fire Chief

OTHERS PRESENT: Martha Drake/GrantWorks, Jim Mills, Ernie & Olivia Torres, Don &
Jeanne Brummett, Capt. Tom Doran, Jim & Alpha Covington, Gary
McRae, Scott Andrews, Patsy Lawrence, David Underbrink, Polly
Mirkovich, Rosemary Vega/APCoC, Katie Roberts Verhelst/Herald, Ed
& Ellie Block, Jennifer Thomas, Vickie Yardley, Annette Schonhoeft,
Margaret Strickhausen, Randall & Naomi Freeze.

There may have been others present who did not sign in.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER.

Mayor Knight called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. on April 18, 2011.

 2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES FLAG.

Mayor Pro Tem Abrego gave the invocation. Mayor Knight led the pledge of Allegiance to the
United States Flag.

3. CONSIDER AND ACT ON APPROVING THE MINUTES OF APRIL 4, 2011.

Council Member Hyatt made a motion to approve the minutes of April 4, 2011. Council Member
Attaway seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

4. PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CITY OF ARANSAS PASS’ SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION 
TO THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR A 2011 TEXAS CAPITAL FUND PROGRAM 
AWARD.

City Attorney Allen Lawrence opened the public hearing at 7:02 P.M.  

City Attorney Lawrence stated a GrantWorks representative was present to address the Council
on the Texas Capital Fund program award.

GrantWorks representative Martha Drake stated she was working with the City of Aransas Pass
and Mr. Tommy Gardner, Aransas Autoplex (car dealership), on completing an application to the
Texas Department of Agriculture for Texas Capital Fund infrastructure monies. She stated the
grant program was the same as the regular water/sewer grants through the Texas Department
of Rural Affairs (TDRA) but the TDRA does not have any economic development specialization
so they funnel the money to the Texas Department of Agriculture and is administered through



the Rural Economic Development Division. She stated the scope of the project was to extend
sewer service from Farm to Market Road 1069 to the proposed Aransas Autoplex dealership
site.  

Ms Drake stated Aransas Autoplex must pledge to create or retain jobs for 41 employees. The
grant money requested was $750,000 with $460,000 going toward sewer and drainage
improvements with another $100,000 plus to acquire a drainage easement. She stated the grant
would also pay for engineering and administration services.

Mayor Pro Tem Abrego asked Ms. Drake if other businesses in the area could tap in to the
sewer line.

Ms. Drake stated yes. She stated if a business taps in within three years of the sewer line
completion, that business would have to make a good faith pledge of hiring 51% of low line (low
income) employees. She stated no contract would be required but would have to furnish a letter
to the City stating the business would make a good faith effort of hiring 51% low line.

Council Member Attaway stated after three years the restriction is lifted and the City could
charge tap fees.

Ms. Drake stated correct.

Council Member McElwee asked if the sewer line would be expandable toward the east.

Ms. Drake stated the grant would only allow the sewer line to go as far as the business that’s
hooking up (known as minimum necessary). She stated the city could upsize or extend the line
through alternate add ins during the bidding process but right now the grant states minimum
necessary.

Mr. David Underbrink with Naismith Engineering stated all businesses west of Aransas Autoplex
could tap into the new line. He stated all businesses east (toward Avenue A) would require the
line set in deeper into the ground which would cost the City money to do so. He stated during
the bidding process, he could ask for bids on the minimum necessary and expansion and get the
cost for both and the City could decide where to go from there.

Ms. Drake stated Aransas Autoplex needs to retain $18,500 for every low line employee hired.
She stated the State is requiring the City to enter into a sub-contract with Aransas Autoplex
stating if Aransas Autoplex should fail or have to lay-off so many of the low line employees,
Aransas Autoplex would give the City $18,500 for every job being claimed (but position not filled)
so the City could reimburse the grant money. Ms. Drake stated it could be in the form of a
personal guarantee, a bond, or an assignment of an asset. She stated since Mr. Gardner is a
sole proprietor, Mr. Gardner would also be required to obtain a key-man life insurance policy.

City Attorney Allen Lawrence asked if there was anyone in the audience opposed to the
application.  Seeing none City Attorney Lawrence closed the public hearing at 7:12 P.M.

5. CONSIDER AND ACT ON  RESOLUTION 2011-652 ‒ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION   
OF AN APPLICATION TO THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT FOR FUNDING THROUGH THE TEXAS CAPITAL 
FUND FOR INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS.

Mayor Pro Tem Abrego made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-652 ‒ a resolution
authorizing submission of an application to the Texas Department for funding through the Texas
Capital Fund for infrastructure improvements. Council Member Attaway seconded the motion
and the motion carried unanimously.

6. CONSIDER AND ACT ON ADOPTION OF A CITIZENS PARTICIPATION PLAN TO BE 
FOLLOWED DURING IMPLEMENTATION OF A TEXAS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM.

Council Member Attaway made a motion to adopt a Citizen Participation Plan to be followed
during implementation of a Texas Community Development Block Grant Program. Council
Member Hyatt seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

7. CONSIDER AND ACT ON BULKHEAD REPAIRS ON CONN BROWN HARBOR.

Mr. Underbrink stated repairs would be done on the tiebacks and cap replacements where Grant
Erickson’s Redfish Bay Boathouse is located. He stated $200,000 would be put aside for this

ARANSAS PASS CITY COUNCIL              2 April 18, 2011



project. He stated the Council would need to give him an approval for advertisement requesting
bids. He stated there would be a pre-bid conference in a week and a half and would request
bids in the first week of May 2011.

Mayor Knight stated Mr. Erickson would like to start pouring concrete in approximately 30 days.

Council Member McElwee asked Mr. Underbrink how much footage would be repaired with the
$200,000.

Mr. Underbrink stated 400 feet (needed right now) and about 75% of the tie-rods which is about
60 tie-rods and about 40% of the cap.

Council Member McElwee made a motion to approve Naismith Engineering requesting bids for
bulkhead repairs on Conn Brown Harbor. Council Member Attaway seconded the motion and
the motion carried unanimously.

8. CONSIDER AND ACT ON REQUEST OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR THE CITY TO 
PROVIDE LIABILITY INSURANCE AND ASSISTANCE FROM THE POLICE AND PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENTS FOR THE SHRIMPOREE SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 10, 11 AND 12, 
2011 AND PERMIT WAGNER’S CARNIVAL TO OPEN ON THURSDAY EVENING (JUNE 9, 
2011) PRIOR TO SHRIMPOREE.

City Manager Winters asked Chamber of Commerce CEO, Ms. Rosemary Vega, if the Chamber
of Commerce paid overtime for the City of Aransas Pass employees.  

Ms. Vega stated yes. She asked if the City could add the Shrimporee to the City’s insurance
policy?

Mayor Pro Tem Abrego made a motion to approve the request of Chamber of Commerce for the
City to provide liability insurance and assistance from the Police and Public Works Departments
for the Shrimporee scheduled for June 10, 11 and 12, 2011 and permit Wagner’s Carnival to
open on Thursday evening (June 9, 2011) prior to Shrimporee. Council Member Hyatt seconded
the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

9. CONSIDER AND ACT ON AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1308, ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF ARANSAS PASS, AMENDING ALL REFERENCES TO THE HEAVY 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT AND REPLACING WITH HARBOR DISTRICT, AND AMENDING 
SECTIONS 10-200 “USE CHART”, SECTION 11-HI-300 AND SECTION 11-HI-500; 
PROVIDING A REPEALER CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Council Member Attaway made a motion to table Agenda Item No. 9. Council Member McElwee
seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

10. CONSIDER  AND ACT ON APPROVING THE CITY OF ARANSAS PASS’ 2009-2010 
FINANCIAL AUDIT PRESENTED BY MICHAEL ARNOLD, PLLC.

City Council passed on Agenda Item No. 10.

11. CONSIDER  AND ACT ON SETTING A DATE FOR A SPECIAL MEETING REGARDING CONN 
BROWN HARBOR LEASES AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

City Council passed on Agenda Item No. 11.

12. REVIEW AND DISCUSS FINANCIAL REPORTS.

City Manager Winters stated sales tax was up by $4,000 and all departments were within their
budgets.

13. CITIZENS COMMENTS.

Ms. Pauline Mirkovich commented on the disarray of Handsome Sailor Yacht Charters property
on Conn Brown Harbor.

Capt. Tom Doran of Handsome Sailor Yacht Charters apologized to Ms. Mirkovich for the state
of his property.  

14. RECESS REGULAR MEETING AND RETIRE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 551 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE.
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Recessed into Executive Session at 7:31 P.M.

A. SECTION 551.074 ‒ PERSONNEL MATTERS ‒ CITY MANAGER  

B. SECTION 551.074 ‒ PERSONNEL MATTERS ‒ CITY SECRETARY  

15. RECONVENE IN REGULAR MEETING AND CONSIDER AND ACT ON FINDINGS OF 
EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Reconvened into Regular Meeting at 8:41 P.M.

A. SECTION 551.074 ‒ PERSONNEL MATTERS ‒ CITY MANAGER  

Mayor Knight stated City Manager Reggie Winters was doing a good job.  

No action taken.

B. SECTION 551.074 ‒ PERSONNEL MATTERS ‒ CITY SECRETARY  

Mayor Knight stated City Secretary Yvonne Stonebraker was doing a good job.

Council Member Attaway made a motion to approve the City Secretary’s pay rate change
from $16.83 hourly to $40,000 salary with the next pay period as the effective date (May 3,
2011). Council Member McElwee seconded the motion and the motion carried
unanimously.

16. ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING.

Council Member Attaway made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Hyatt
seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Knight adjourned the meeting at 8:44 P.M.

__________________________

Tommy Knight, Mayor
ATTEST:

____________________________________
Yvonne Stonebraker, City Secretary
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